Additions of new species of herpetological fauna to the Herpetological Collection of the Museo del Mar, Universidad Arturo Prat, Iquique, Chile, are documented. The Collection currently contains 56 herpetological species, 16 of which are Amphibia, and 40 of which are Reptilia, both terrestrial and marine. There is a total of 165 specimens, of which approximately 38% are Chilean species.
INTRODUCTION
The Museo del Mar of the Universidad Arturo Prat in Iquique, Chile, has decided as part of its initial activities, to place emphasis on the herpetological fauna of this country by means of its herpetological reference collection. The origin of this effort arose from the concern of the University in specializing regional studies of biodiversity. The need for increasing the herpetological collections was mentioned by Formas (1995) and Veloso et al. (1995) . This requirement was particularly relevant to the northern portion of Chile, where this collection is the only one which has been developed. The collection up until 2001 housed 100 specimens, belonging to 29 species grouped into 11 Genera and six Families (Moreno et al. 2001) , and represented about 10% of the herpetological fauna of Chile. Presently, following the policy of strengthening the collection by the Chile Biodiversity Program of the Universidad Arturo Prat, the collection has been able to significantly expand its taxonomic representation both regionally and nationally, now containing 56 species including 16 Amphibia and 40 Reptilia, both terrestrial and marine. The 165 specimens now held represent approximately 38% of known Chilean herpetological species. Following new strategic orientation of the Program, it is expected that the present collection will be important for reference at regional and national levels, to which end the present contributions are made. The now presented catalogue includes, in sequential order, the acronym of the Museo del Mar (MUAP), the museum number for each specimen, its geographical location, Province and administrative Region with respective geographic coordinates (Table I) , and collection date. The systematic representation for the major taxonomic categories follows Dowling and Duellman (1978) . At the specific level, authorities include Cei (1962) , Donoso-Barros (1966) , Peters and Donoso-Barros (1970) , Veloso and Navarro (1988) , Frost and Etheridge (1989) , Ortiz (1989) , Núñez and Jaksic (1992) and Etheridge (1995) . 
CLASS Amphibia

COMMENTS
In agreement with geographic records for species in the present catalogue, the suggestions of Etheridge and Williams (1985) are accepted, regarding the distribution of Pristidactylus torquatus to the Nothofagus forests of Curicó, and that the geographic distribution suggested by Donoso-Barros (1966) from Chillán in southern Chile should be extended, which was also considered by Lamborot and Díaz (1987) . In the case of the "African toad" Xenopus laevis, an exotic species harmful to the autochthonous biota, this has been considered as another species within the diversity of Amphibia in the country as this species is widely dispersed in various aquatic systems in Chile's central zone. The present value of the herpetological fauna of the Collection at the biogeographic level reaches from the xeromorphic zone to the hygromorphic zone of the country, which suitably strengthens the scope of the collection. The continued strengthening of the collection though the Chile Biodiversity Program of the Universidad Arturo Prat, will permit defining strategies oriented toward the systematic enrichment of taxonomic representation both regionally and nationally, producing an important reference source for the northern portion of Chile as well as the rest of the country.
